Cedarville University

DigitalCommons@Cedarville
The Sting

1-2007

The Sting: Winter 2007
Cedarville University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/sting
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
Cedarville University, "The Sting: Winter 2007" (2007). The Sting. 42.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/sting/42

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in The Sting by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.

Athletics

STING

The Sports Information Publication of Cedarville University
Vol. 22, No. 5

Winter 2007

Five Added to the CU Athletic Hall of Fame
by Mark Womack, Sports Information Director

C

edarville University added five new members to its Athletic
Hall of Fame on Friday, February 2, 2007 in festivities during the school’s Alumni Weekend.
The five newest Athletic Hall of Fame members are:

Teresa Clark
Women’s Volleyball Coach
1996-2005
Teresa Clark took Lady Jacket volleyball to a
higher level during her tenure from 1996 through
2005. She amassed a school-record 322 victories and guided CU to its first-ever NAIA National
Tournament appearances in 2004 and 2005 folTeresa Clark
lowing back-to-back NAIA Region IX championships. Clark was named the 2005 NCCAA National Coach of
the Year after leading the Jackets to their first NCCAA title and
her program won three American Mideast Conference crowns.
Clark's teams were recognized for their sportsmanship by utilizing the "honor call" during matches in which they brought to the
officials' attention when they had touched the ball. The Lady
Jackets earned the Sportsmanship Award at the 2004 NAIA
National Tournament and they were presented the first-ever
Buffalo Funds Five Star Award at the 2005 tourmament for
demonstrating exceptional character both on and off the court.
Clark wrapped up her career by being named the 2006 NAIA
Coach of Character recipient as the association's choice out of
more than 4,000 coaches across the country. A 1975 graduate of
Cedarville College, Teresa remains at the University as an
Associate Professor in the Department of Exercise and Sport
Science while husband, Jim, serves as assistant sports information director. The Clarks have two married children.

Angela Hartman
Women's Volleyball, Tennis
1990-94
Angela Hartman was a key member of the Lady
Jacket volleyball and tennis programs during her
career from 1990-94. A two-time NAIA District 22
singles and doubles champion, she was part of
four district and conference championship
Angela Hartman
teams that had a combined 39-6 record. She

posted a 39-19 career singles record, a 39-11 doubles mark, and
was twice named an NAIA and NCCAA Scholar-Athlete.
Hartman was also a four-year member of the volleyball squad
as a setter and was a two-time Team Co-MVP. She was twice
selected an NAIA and NCCAA Scholar-Athlete, still ranks 2nd on
the school's career list for service aces (182), and rates 3rd in
career assists (4,004).
Hartman earned a nursing degree from Cedarville College in
1994 and a master's in nursing from Case Western Reserve in
1997. Angela, who resides in Fort Wayne, Ind., is a family nurse
practitioner and has been actively involved in medical missions
since graduating from Cedarville.

Tom Hill
Men's Cross Country, Track & Field
1982-87
Tom Hill was a four-year distance runner for the
Yellow Jackets in cross country and track from
1982 through 1987. He was an NAIA Indoor AllAmerican in 1986 after placing 2nd in the 2-mile
run.
Tom Hill
Hill was a four-time NCCAA outdoor track
champion including wins in the 5,000 meters in
1984 and 1987. He claimed the 10K championship in 1984 and
his 1986 NCCAA title in the 1,500 meters in 3:51.16 was a meet
record at the time. The school's Yellow Jacket Club named him its
1986 Male Athlete of the Year.
Hill is a 1987 graduate of Cedarville College with a degree in
mathematics and he earned a masters in sports administration
from Baylor University in 1989. He is in his 18th year at Baylor
where he presently serves as an associate athletic director. He is
heavily involved in the local community and has directed eight
international missions trips. Tom and his wife, Kristin, reside in
Waco, Texas with their three children.
(continued on page 3)
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“THE RACE OF LIFE”

Cedarville University
Athletic Partners

by Dr. Don Callan
he apostle Paul in I Corinthians 9:24 refers to the race of life with these words:
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get
a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I
do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the
prize.”
Have you ever been involved in a game, match, or race where you lost due to lack of preparation,
being overconfident, underestimating your competition, lack of concentration, lack of effort? Probably
all of us can point to a time or situation where we were disappointed in the outcome of the race. Paul
spoke to this in the above passage. He knew what the goal was and wanted to make sure he would
win and receive an imperishable crown. His application gives us an idea of how we need to function
as athletes as well as believers.
Faith in Jesus Christ is accepting his provision of forgiveness from sin, which God’s Word tells us
we all have committed. It is calling on Him to forgive us and make us his into His image. When we do
this, we are acceptable to God through the sacrifice of His Son who was crucified, but then rose from
the dead on the third day - all so that we can have, through Him, a relationship with God. NOW WE
ARE IN THE RACE AND RUNNING FOR THE PRIZE OF ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM.
In talking with track coaches I have found that a race has several parts. The start is just that, and
those who know and trust Jesus Christ have started. Then there is the body of the race where, in some
instances, we just stride out and maintain speed. Then comes the finish where we give it everything in
our attempt to win the race. As we relate this to life, we always seem to come to the conclusion that
the race of life is not a sprint, but a marathon. It is not the fast start, but the discipline of the long haul.
Our strategy will tell us which of these is most important, but all must be prepared for keeping the final
objective in mind. The apostle Paul said, “Don’t run aimlessly, but with purpose.” He indicated that he
needed to beat his body - to train it to be disciplined and under control.
Where are you in this race of life?
Have you started the race? Have you prepared and committed yourself to racing well?
Are you in the middle of the race and striding well?
Have you started the sprint toward the finish?
Do you have the objective in view?
The author of Hebrews in Chapter 12:1-2 says it this way: “Therefore since we also have such a
large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily
ensnares us, and run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of God’s throne.”

T

TRAIN TO BECOME LIKE HIM!
Dr. Don Callan is the former Dean of the School of Health and Human Performance at Cedarville University. He also previously coached the Yellow Jacket men’s basketball team for 35 years and is a member of the NAIA Hall of Fame.

STING

6th Annual
Yellow Jacket
Club
Golf Scramble

Vol. 22, No. 5
Winter 2007

The STING is a quarterly publication of the
Cedarville University Sports Information Office.
(937)766-7766 or 766-7996 Office
(937)766-5556 Fax
womackm@cedarville.edu
clarkj@cedarville.edu

June 5, 2007

Websites:
Yellow Jacket Sports Information
http://yellowjackets.cedarville.edu

Locust Hills
Golf Club
Springfield, Ohio

American Mideast Conference
www.amcsports.org
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Womack, Sports Information Director
Layout & Design . . . . .Jim Clark, Assistant Sports Information Director
Photography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scott L. Huck, CU Creative Services
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt Franz Photography

2

Call
937-766-7768
for more info

STING

(as of 2/1/07)
• AG Edwards & Sons, Inc.
• American Family Insurance
• Applied Mechanical Systems, Inc.
• Aqua Falls Bottled Water
• Beavercreek Rental
• Bello’s Italian Restaurant
• Big Orange Shoe Shop (BOSS)
• CDR Radio
• Cedarville Hardware
• Cedarville Pharmacy
• Cedarville Self-Storage
• Chase Manhattan Bank
• Coldwell Banker, Realtors, Heather Beem
• Colonial Pizza
• Combs Interior Specialties
• ConServe Concrete Construction Services
• Courtyard by Marriott
• Dayton Dragons
• Deer Creek Apartments
• Der Dutchman
• Docton Animal Clinic
• Dr. Jerry Frasure, Dentist
• Engle’s Florist & Gifts
• File Sharpening
• Financial Counseling, Inc.
• FKCI - Promotions and Awards
• Foreman - Blair
Pontiac, Buick, GMC
• Frame Haven Art Gallery, Inc.
• Golf Unlimited
• Gourmet Gift Baskets
• Greene County Convention and Visitors Bureau
• Greene Memorial Hospital
• Hampton Inn
• Hearthstone Inn
• Hidy Ford
• Hidy Honda
• Holiday Inn - Springfield South
• Holiday Inn - Xenia
• JDM Custom Impressions
• J.O. Harner Supply Co.
• K & G Bike Center
• Key Bank
• Lofino’s
• Mark Crellin Plumbing
• Matt Franz Photography
• Miller Printing
• Mom & Dad’s Dairy Bar
• Neeld Funeral Home
• Northwest Baptist Seminary
• Ohio Army National Guard
• Orthopaedic Institute of Dayton
• Peifer Orchards
• Pepsi
• Phillips Construction Materials & Services
• Prime Outlets - Jeffersonville
• Red Roof Inn - Springfield
• Reichley Insurance
• Remax/Spirit - Dave Johnson
• Riva Construction
• Rollins Moving and Storage
• ScreenPlay Printing
• Sheridan & Associates
• Son Rise Window Cleaning
• Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
• Southwest Landmark
• Spencer & Associates LLC/AFID LLC
• Springfield Convention and
Visitors Bureau
• Springfield Racquet Club
• Subway Restaurant, Cedarville
• The Wade Company
• Thomas Graphics
• TRIEC Electrical Services
• Trophy Sports Center
• Village Super Valu
• Wallace & Turner, Inc.
• Xenia Shoe & Leather
• Young’s Jersey Dairy - Restaurant/Family Fun Center

Hall of Fame Inductions
Jeff Kohl

ALUMNI UPDATE
Roge Lash Nesbitt Named Women’s Tennis
Coach at NCAA Division I Marist College (NY)

Men's Tennis
1986-90
Jeff Kohl was the #1 player during all four years
of Cedarville's winningest era in men's tennis
from 1986 through 1990. The Yellow Jackets
piled up a 142-13 record including a 35-8 mark
against NCAA Division I schools with three NAIA
Jeff Kohl
District 22 and Mid-Ohio Conference titles.
Kohl posted a 92-41 career singles record in the top spot. He
became the only NAIA All-American in Yellow Jacket tennis history when he advanced to the fourth round of singles and the third
round of doubles at the 1989 national tournament. Cedarville finished in a best-ever tie for 8th place.
Kohl, a four-time all-district and all-conference honoree, earned
a marketing degree from Cedarville College in 1990. Jeff and his
wife, Heidi, who is a former Lady Jacket tennis player, reside in
Wilmington, N.C. with their four children including one set of
twins.

Joyce Reese
Yellow Jacket Athletics
1988-2007
Joyce Reese is the recipient of the Nedra Callan
Meritorious Service Award. She is the wife of
Cedarville University athletic director Pete
Reese and has faithfully served in numerous
behind-the-scenes capacities surrounding Joyce Reese
Yellow Jacket athletics for the past 19 years.
Joyce currently serves as a data processor for Cedarville
University Advancement Services. She and her husband, Pete,
reside in Xenia, Ohio and have two married children and four
grandchildren.

The 2007 Cedarville University
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

Marist Director of Athletics Tim Murray announced the
hiring of Roge Nesbitt to the position of head women's
tennis coach in January of 2007. Nesbitt was a standout
player at Cedarville University and later was the head
girls tennis coach at Poughkeepsie's Lourdes High School.
Nesbitt also brings a wealth of playing experience to the Red
Foxes, after a standout career at Cedarville University. Nesbitt was
Cedarville's number one singles' player in her sophomore, junior and
senior seasons, and was named team captain for her senior campaign in 1988. As a sophomore in 1986, Nesbitt competed in the NAIA
National Championships in both singles and doubles. She also
earned NAIA All-District Team honors three times in singles and doubles.
Nesbitt, a 1988 graduate from Cedarville with a B.A. in Elementary
Education, currently resides in Poughkeepsie. Her niece, Kristi
Shuck, played #1 singles and doubles for the Lady Jackets during the
2002 season.

Jameson Adams Named Assistant Baseball
Coach at NCAA III SUNY New Paltz
Jameson Adams is beginning his first season as the
Assistant Coach for the New Paltz baseball team. He will
assist in all aspects of the program.
Prior to New Paltz, Adams was an assistant director of
recreational activities and an assistant baseball coach at Cedarville
University in Ohio.
Adams was an Assistant Coach for Sequoyah High Schools (Canton,
GA) summer varsity team in 2000 before becoming the Assistant Coach
for Parkview High Schools (Lilburn, GA) summer junior varsity team in
2001.
He batted .304 during his Cedarville career as a first baseman and
designated hitter. During the 2002 season, Adams was tabbed to the AllNCCAA Midwest Region Team and earned American Mideast
Conference honorable mention. He led the team in hitting with a batting
average of .338, recorded a .971 fielding average with just 2 errors and
63 putouts at first base.
Adams is a 2003 graduate of Cedarville University, where he
received a Bachelor of Arts in Sport Management. He earned his Master
of Arts in Sport and Recreation Management in 2005 from Kent State
University.

Former Lady Jacket Hoopster Crystal
Wiley Serving as Assistant Coach at
Central Michigan University

(Left to right) Teresa Clark, Angela Hartman, Joyce Reese, Tom
Hill and Jeff Kohl.

Crystal Wiley, a 2006 sport management graduate, is an
assistant women’s basketball coach at Central Michigan
University. Wiley averaged 3.9 points and 3.6 rebounds
in two seasons with the Lady Jackets.
Chippewa Head Coach Eileen Klinefelter noted, “Crystal adds a nice
dimension to our staff both as a role model for our young athletes and
as a coach on the floor.”
“She most recently played collegiate basketball at a very successful
program and will be assisting us with the development of our post players,” added Klinefelter. “As a young coach, she is equipped with an
impressive level of maturity, integrity and professionalism.”
“I am excited to have the opportunity to join this program,” Wiley
said. “I met coach Klinefelter while doing my internship.with Athletes in
Action and enjoyed working with her. I hope to bring a lot of energy and
enthusiasm to the program.”
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2006 Fall Sports Highlights

The Lady Jacket cross country team finished as the runner-up at the NAIA Nationals
in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Pictured above: front row (l-to-r) Brittany Simpson, Audree
Goodew and Samantha (Maat) Modderman. Back row (l-to-r) Coach Elvin King,
Stacey Keller, Nicole Santos, Elisabeth Pyles and Lydia Wong.

The Lady Jacket volleyball squad captured their second consecutive NCCAA
National Championship in St. Paul, Minnesota. Pictured above: front row holding
banner (l-to-r) Justine Christiaanse, Maija Hampton, Julia Bradley, Annie Lohrenz,
Rachel Thompson and Melissa Parmerlee. Back row (l-to-r) Anna Strayhorn, Heath
Starcher, Siobhan Fagan, Liz Sweeney, Libby Short, Sarah Zeltman, Emily Berger,
Kelly Theiss, Sarah Sheers, Amy Garner and Coach Melissa Hartman.

Cedarville University’s new cross country course was dedicated and named in honor
of longtime coach Elvin King on Oct. 7, 2006 during Homecoming Weekend. Joining
in on the announcement were (from left-to-right) Jeff Bolender, head track & field
coach; Dr. Robert Milliman, Academic Vice-President; Pete Reese, athletic director;
Dr. Pam Johnson, Dean of the School of Health and Human Performance; Elvin
King; and Dr. Bill Brown, President of Cedarville University.

The Lady Jackets honored seven seniors, who played in their final home match on
Oct. 24, and assistant coach Kelli Zlateff, who will serve full time next year in
South Africa with Ambassadors in Sport. (from left-to-right) Kelli Zlateff, Jessica
Thomas, Karen Ruhlman, Abby Price, Kristen Malpass, Jillian Losee, Colleen
Derry, Lisa Blackburn, and head coach John McGillivray.

The CU golf team started the fall season by finishing third at the Tiffin Invitational
and breaking two school records, including one that had stood for 24 years. Pictured
above are: front row (l-to-r) Scott Aker, Trevor Bowman, Brett Bigler, Adam Schlappi
and Dan Atkeson. Back row (l-to-r) Coach Ryan Bowen and Brendan Ojala.

Cedarville University was presented the NCCAA Sportsmanship Award which recognized their character on the field at the 2006 NCCAA National Men's Soccer
Tournament in Kissimmee, Florida. The choice was made by the National
Intercollegiate Soccer Officials Association (NISOA) and the award was presented
at the National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) Convention in
Indianapolis in January.
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2006 Fall Sports Highlights
NAIA and NCCAA All-Americans:

Men’s Cross Country:
• Ranked as high as 8th in NAIA national poll
• NAIA Nationals (10th of 28)
• NCCAA Nationals (2nd of 22)
• NAIA Region IX (2nd of 15)
• American Mideast Conference (2nd of 14)
• All-Ohio Championship (6th of 42)

Daniel
Roberts

Justin
Gutierrez

Bryan
Pittman

Samantha
Maat

Cross Country

Cross Country

Cross Country

Cross Country

Elisabeth
Pyles

Nicole
Santos

Lydia
Wong

Cross Country

Cross Country

Cross Country

Audree
Goodew

Sarah
Zeltman

Ken
Davis

Cross Country

Volleyball

Soccer

Women’s Cross Country:
• Ranked as high as 2nd in NAIA national poll
• NAIA National Runner-Up (2nd of 28)
• NCCAA National Champions (1st of 22)
• NAIA Region IX Champions (1st of 14)
• American Mideast Conference Champions
(1st of 14)
• All-Ohio Championship (4th of 38)
• Cedarville Invitational Champions
• Southeast Classic Champions

Men’s Soccer:
• 9-11-1 Overall Record
• 4-4-0 American Mideast Conference
South Division Record (tie 5th of 9)
• NCCAA National Runner-Up
• NCCAA Midwest Region Champions

Women’s Soccer:
• 7-10-2 Overall Record
• 2-4-2 American Mideast Conference
South Division Record (7th of 9)

NAIA and NCCAA SCHOLAR-ATHLETES

Matt Clark

Jesse Fox

Leanne Crunelle Samantha Maat

Josh Gelser

Grant Knight

Julie Martz

Ken Davis

Jilian Losee

Kristen Malpass

Women’s Volleyball:
• 45-10 Overall Record
• 12-4 American Mideast Conference
South Division Record (3rd of 9)
• Ranked as high as 11th in NAIA national poll
• NCCAA National Champions
• NAIA Region IX Champions
• NCCAA Midwest Region Champions
• NAIA National Tournament Participant
• Cedarville Invitational Champions
• Grace Classic Champions
• Madonna Invitational Champions
• Cumberland Classic Champions

Men’s Golf:

Kristin
Merkel

Abby
Price

Karen
Ruhlman

Jessica
Thomas

Melissa
Parmerlee

Scott
Aker

• Ranked 24th in NAIA
• NCCAA Nationals (3rd of 25)
• Ohio Dominican Classic Champions
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Roberts Taking Small Steps Toward Big Goals
by Jim Sawin, Sports Information Intern
he pressure of high expectations put on athletes isn’t
always fair, but it is a reality. Some athletes live up to the
hype while others seem to crumble underneath its
demands. This past fall, one of the top recruits in the nation,
Daniel Roberts, decided to turn down big colleges
such as Notre Dame, N.C. State, and Liberty in
order to display his talents at a Christian school in
Ohio called Cedarville University.
The freshman phenom dazzled audiences in
his first collegiate cross country season, claiming
the AMC/NAIA Region IX individual title and
adding two All-American awards to his repertoire
(NCCAA and NAIA). After struggling in his first
race because of a sinus problem, Roberts consistently ran in the number-one position for the
Yellow Jackets. The two-time Foot Locker Cross
Country Nationals contender led his squad to a
2nd place finish at NCCAA Nationals accompanied by a runner-up performance of his own. The
team also finished in the top ten at NAIA
Nationals, where Roberts ran a gutsy race on a
torn-up 8K course, completing the pursuit in
24:43, good for 5th place overall.
“The course was running about 40 seconds
slow that day,” commented Head Cross Country Coach Paul
Orchard. “The guy that Daniel just beat out at the line, ran 24
minutes flat earlier in the season on that same course. So, the
time Daniel ran is somewhat deceiving; he was much quicker. He
just continued to get better as the season progressed.”
Daniel attributed his spectacular season to a number of influential people in his life, one of whom is Trent Sanderson, his personal trainer from last year. Roberts attended Vicksburg High
School in Michigan for three years before transferring for his
senior year to Crested Butte Academy in Colorado to train with
Sanderson.
“I was pretty much ready to quit running competitively because
I was so burned out,” said Roberts. “I always wanted to go to
Colorado and train, and it was kind of a last resort to get my passion back. Coach Sanderson really taught me to make running
fun no matter where I am. He brought back my love for running.”
While training in Colorado, Roberts made his decision to attend
Cedarville University. His older sister Sarah is responsible for
sparking Daniel’s initial interest in the school, as she attended the
University from 2000-2004. She also was a NAIA All-American
cross country and track runner during her time at CU.
“Sarah told me about her little brother when he was a freshman
in high school, but I didn’t think much of it at first because a lot of
people tell me how good their little brothers are,” Coach Orchard
said. “I went to his state meet his sophomore year and watched
him win the mile and two mile. I knew at that time he was special.
I also went to see him run at Foot Locker Nationals in San Diego.
He finished 12th as a senior at that race; that means he was the
12th-best high school runner in the entire nation that year.”
Foot Locker Nationals was a turning point in Daniel’s career: It
was the first time he fully realized his potential as a runner.
“Foot Locker Nationals really puts it in perspective because
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they tell us we are the future Olympians,” commented Roberts,
who holds the high school Michigan state record in the mile
(4:09.45). “When you see yourself on FOX Sports and hear the
expectations they have for you over the airways, it’s very humbling.”
Despite his exceptional giftedness as a runner, Daniel is a
humble young man who gives God the glory for
the talents He has given him.”
Roberts explained, “Ultimately, at the forefront of my athletic career is how I glorify God. He
taught me in coming here that running can be an
act of worship, but athletics isn’t everything. If I
break my leg, my running career is likely over. I
want to make the most of my academic opportunities as well, learning to use my faith wherever
God puts me in the future.”
Daniel is majoring in physics and is open to
whatever path God has for him.
“I’d like to be a youth pastor, defend my faith
using physics, own a shoe company, and write
some books later on in life,” Roberts stated.
The freshman holds a good balance of both
academic and athletic dreams and goals.
Roberts is focusing on NAIA competition for the
upcoming track and field season, but has not limited himself to that challenge alone.
“I’ll likely train for the 5K while I’m at Cedarville,” said Roberts.
“If you want to be competitive on a USA team, it is highly beneficial to be a sub-50-second 400m runner, so I would like to focus
on the shorter events this year to increase my foot speed. You
have to take little steps to get where you want to be.”
Making a USA team is not out of the question for this young
man; he might even do it while at CU.
“I’ve learned by working with Daniel this year that he’s very
motivated, and we’ve talked about what he wants to accomplish,”
stated Orchard. “He would like to eventually compete in a USA
national meet, possibly while he’s still in college. I have to reevaluate what I think he’s capable of doing after his outstanding cross
season. You can’t put a limit on what he can do.”
Daniel will bring a lot of depth to the Yellow Jacket track and
field squad, as he will be competitive in any event from the 400
meters to the 10K. While Roberts will focus on the shorter events
for his first track season, it will be interesting to see his advancement toward his goals throughout his career at CU.

Daniel Roberts’ Fall 2006 Highlights:
• 5th-place finish at NAIA national meet
• NAIA All-American
• 2nd-place at NCCAA national
championship
• NCCAA All-American
• American Mideast Conference/NAIA Region IX
individual champion
• All-AMC First Team
• Cedarville’s top finisher in seven of eight meets
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From California to Ohio: Julia Bradley’s Path to Success
by Jim Sawin, Sports Information Intern
hen someone mentions California I picture elegant beaches,
blinding sand, and tan bodies on the land or on a surfboard.
Ultimate relaxation comes to mind when thinking about
California, so what would inspire a talented young volleyball player to
spend four years in Ohio when having the opportunity to stay in the
Golden State?
Julia Bradley, a senior middle hitter from Valencia, CA, made the
long trip to Ohio four years ago to play volleyball for Cedarville
University. Bradley initially did not consider Cedarville as a top college
choice, but politely told Head Coach Teresa Clark she would keep the
school as an option.
“I was recruited by The Master’s College, but in that process the
coach ended up leaving so that all fell through” said Bradley. “My decision ultimately came down to Westmont (in Santa Barbara, CA)
and Cedarville. Westmont was one of the schools that I had
wanted to go to since I was a little girl, but when the time
came to make my decision, I didn’t feel that it was where
God wanted me.”
The AMC South Division Freshman of the Year got off to
a great start in college, leading the team in solo blocks,
block assists, and attack percentage. She has improved
each year and broke two school records in a September
23rd match. The NAIA All-American now owns the all-time
kills (2,813) and blocks (705) records at CU, formerly set by
Heather van der Aa in 2001.
“I never even had the goal of breaking any school
records when I came in, and it never crossed my mind that
I would be able to do it,” said the senior leader. “It’s just a
testament to my team and the talent God has brought to
Cedarville. You can’t get a kill without a good pass and
great set, so I really can’t take all the credit, but I admit
I was excited to set the records.”
The Yellow Jackets put together another outstanding season finishing with a 45-10 overall
record. The team defended their NCCAA national
title, captured the NAIA Region IX banner for the
third straight season thus advancing to the NAIA
national tournament for the third consecutive
time.
“Our team had lofty goals for this past season
and although we did not achieve all of them, it
was a very successful year.”
It was at the NAIA national tournament in
Columbia, Missouri in a match against Albertson
College that Julia’s brilliant career took an unexpected
and sudden twist. With CU already up 1 game to 0,
and ahead in game #2, the Lady Jacket middle hitter went up for an outside block and landed on a
teammate’s foot. The jarring impact completely
tore the ACL in Julia’s left knee. She would miss
the remainder of the match and the two pool play
matches the next day.
For a player who had never missed a match
due to an injury in her four years of competition
at CU, this was a huge shock to Bradley. She
took the injury in stride, as one would expect
from the easy-going senior, but there were still a
lot of emotions flowing inside the heart of the
senior captain.
“I would not have traded my time at Nationals for
anything. It was a great week, and we had so many
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opportunities that week. We started out the week
with a worship time with Cal Baptist, Northwestern,
and some players from Azusa Pacific and Lee
University. I loved hearing the hearts of other players and it was amazing to be able to worship the
same God together to start the week off strong, and
challenge each other to use the week as an outreach to the other teams, fans and officials at the
tournament. The competition was amazing and it
was great to be able to end the season at the highest level of competition that we would face. I got to play one game at nationals and we
were playing so well as a team. It was the second game that I went
down. I thought as soon as I landed wrong on my knee, "well that was
it." God blessed me with four years of playing without injury and He
allowed it to happen at the very end of my senior year. I am so grateful that He has protected me from injury in the past four years and has
let me really enjoy my volleyball career.”
Bradley had surgery to repair her injured knee in
mid-February. “I'm excited to see how God uses
this. It was frustrating to not be able to finish
out the season on the court, but God had
another role that He wanted me to play for
the rest of that week. He really is faithful in
answering prayers, and sometimes they are
in ways that we would not have chosen, but they are
perfect and in His sovereign plan. I find comfort in the
fact that this did not come as a surprise to Him. It
is what it is; I can either be upset or look to the
good in what may come out of this. It was good
timing, if there is such a thing. God is faithful.”
While Julia has had many fond memories as a
member of the volleyball squad, her most memorable moments took place on the team’s mission
trips because of the impact it has had on her life
and others.”
“We have been to Costa Rica twice and the
Dominican Republic once,” commented Julia. “It was
amazing to see God working in the hearts of these girls
and giving us the words to say. We left Costa Rica and the
Dominican Republic with a passion for evangelism and the
desire to share with teams back in the states.”
And that is something both former coach Teresa Clark and
current head coach Melissa Hartman have emphasized
throughout their time at Cedarville.
“Ultimately, volleyball (or any sport) is the platform
to win other players to Christ,” said Coach Clark. “There
are many methods or tools to use; however, the bottom
line is that other players need to respect you on and off the
court in order to desire to know about your Savior.”
“I have such a high respect for Coach Clark; she is an
amazing woman of God and a great mentor,” stated
Bradley. “Having Coach Hartman this past year was great
as well. She picked up right where Coach Clark left off.”
Julia’s final volleyball season is over and her academic
career is quickly coming to a close at Cedarville University.
The senior marketing major doesn’t know exactly what she
wants to do after graduation, but she hopes to eventually
combine her love of sports and marketing into one job.
And where might Julia end up after spending four
years in Ohio? “I would love to go back to California,”
said the three-time NCCAA All-American, “but I am
willing to go wherever it is God wants me to go.”
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What will you miss most at
Cedarville when you graduate?
My friends. I have gotten very close to
some of my friends, and it will be very
difficult to move away from them, even
though I know I will still stay in contact
with many of them well beyond graduation. It has been a unique experience
to live in the dorm and to get to know
people of all different backgrounds,
who are growing in Christ and maturing in their faith. It is a blessing to be able to see the change
in people’s lives for the past four years. I will also miss playing basketball, which is something that I really love. And
going to chapel at 10 a.m. everyday is something that will
always be in my mind as one of the highlights of my
Cedarville career.

Maicol Venter is a four-year member of the Yellow Jacket basketball
team. He is a pre-seminary Bible major from Novo Hamburgo, Brazil
and shares some thoughts about his family, God’s working in his life
as well as being a student-athlete at Cedarville University.

Tell us about your family.
I grew up in Brazil, where I lived for the first twenty-one years
of my life. I have two younger brothers, Pablo and Ramon.
Ramon is 18 and Pablo is 21. I did not grow up in a Christian
home. Any exposure to Christianity that I did have growing
up was from other people - not related to my home life. My
father, Alexandre, has spent his whole life working as a manager for a shoe factory. My mother, Vilma, has spent most of
her life working at home, taking care of three boys. My parents grew up with a very European style of thinking, and that
was the way they tried to raise their kids.
How did you first learn about Cedarville and what was
the process in your life that took place to get here?
Nine years ago, I met a missionary from ABWE. I heard that
this missionary was teaching basketball on Saturday mornings, and basketball was my passion. I went to his basketball ministry and after a few
weeks we became very good friends. After a few months, I found out that
his older son and daughter had both graduated from Cedarville College,
in Ohio. During that time that I was able to get to know him and about
Cedarville, I was not saved. Two years after I got to know the missionaries, I made a decision to be a follower of Jesus Christ and God started to
work on my heart, giving me a strange desire to come and play basketball in America. The missionary, Pastor Dan Richner, who is good friends
with Dr. Callan, started to exchange emails concerning the possibility that
I might be able to come to Cedarville and play basketball for the Yellow
Jackets. One year later, God opened the door for Cedarville to take a mission trip to Brazil, and I was able to get to know Coach Slagle and some
of the players as well as having the chance to play against their team.
After Cedarville left, God opened the door for me to come to the states,
via Word of Life Bible Institute, in order for me to study the Word and learn
the language. In the fall of 2002, I came to Cedarville to visit for the first
time with Pastor Richner. At that time, I signed a letter of intent with
Cedarville. I came in August of 2003 as an incoming freshman.
What have been some special memories and/or highlights of your
basketball career?
Reaching the final four in 2004-2005 for the first time in Cedarville’s history was incredible, yet having the opportunity to share the gospel with all
the players and coaches from Walsh University after the final four banquet was one of the best experiences of my entire life.
As a player, to be involved in others’ lives (teammates) and allowing
others to be involved in my life, through basketball, has been very significant to me. As a senior, being able to play more and understand the
game better has been an amazing experience for me as well. Also, seeing God teach me and others through the game of basketball has been a
unique experience.
What have you enjoyed most about your overall Cedarville experience?
The friends I have met. When I came from Brazil, I left everything behind.
I left my family, brothers, parents, and all of my friends who I had spent
most of my life with. I never expected that God would allow me to have
Godly friends, like I have now. That has been the greatest thing that has
happened to me in four years. I have also enjoyed playing and seeing
everyone in the gym glorifying God through the game of basketball. I have
enjoyed my classes, as well as the awesome opportunity I have had to
get to know some of my professors out of the classroom. Professors like
Dr. Blumenstock, Dr. Hoffeditz, Dr. Mach and Professor Spencer have
been a blessing to me. They are some of the godliest men I have ever
met.
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What lessons has God taught you while at CU?
God has been teaching me so many lessons that it is hard to describe
only one or two. One of the greatest lessons I have learned in the last four
years, though, is to trust in God regardless of the circumstances around
me. God has been teaching me that it is not always easy to stand up for
what you believe, even though it is the right thing to do. I have been learning, as well, that he has a plan for my life and that I need to trust in Him
daily. He has taught me in the past several months that I should find my
significance in Him, as opposed to everything else that surrounds my life.
Right now, God is teaching me that I need to have faith in Him that He will
take care of my future, and that I have been set apart for a bigger purpose than myself.
How have you changed in the last four years?
I have a goatee. Other than that, I’m completely the same. Seriously,
though, I have grown not simply as a Christian, but as a man. I have
learned about how much my family means to me now that they are so far
away. I have learned that I should not take life, and everything else that
comes with it, for granted. I have become more dependent upon God
than ever before. My thinking about Christianity has changed as well. It is
so much more than words on a page, but it is relevant to everything that
surrounds me, such as the people God brings into my life, the game of
basketball, my classes, and my relationship with Christ. God is so much
more real to me now than when I came here as a freshman.
Your basketball season took an unexpected detour with a hand
injury suffered in a game on February 10. How do you view this “disappointing” experience?
First of all, I don’t believe that my season has ended as a disappointment.
I have been saying that God is in control of my life since I received Christ,
and I still believe that to be true, even though I have a broken hand. I have
hope to be able to play at the national tournament and to finish my basketball career on the court. However, this injury has changed my perspective about my life because now I do not depend on myself to play, but
I have to depend on God to heal my hand in His time. Somehow this
injury has brought my attention back to Christ once again, and to the
importance of having a solid relationship with Him.
What are your plans after graduation?
I have plans to go on for further education in seminary. Also, I would love
to be involved in a ministry while working on a master’s degree. Before
that, though, I am going back home this summer to see my family and
friends, and I also will be working at my church. Right now, I feel God calling me to be a missionary overseas working with all kinds of age groups.
I intend to use the things which brought my attention to Christ, such as
basketball, to serve and have a ministry among unsaved people. I am
also dating now, and I am very excited to see what God has in store
regarding this very special girl He has brought into my life.
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